











Anne is a graduate student in Aimee Landar’s
laboratory.

Dario Vitturi received a Young Investiga-
tor Award for his poster titled “Sodium Nitrite
Prevents Hypertension Associated with the He-
moglobin-Based Blood Substitute HBOC-201.”
Dario is a graduate student in Rakesh Patel’s
laboratory.

Both Diers and Vitturi received a UAB Cen-
ter for Free Radical Biology Travel Grant to at-
tend the meeting.

Tom Diggs, a graduate student in the De-
partment of Biology, received a $2,000 grant
from the Alabama Wildflower Society for his re-
search on Population and Phylogenetics of En-
demic Glade Plants.

Carolyn G. Durham, a graduate student
in the Pathology Department, was second au-
thor on the article, “Gastric Mucus Alterations
Associated with Murine Helicobacter Infection”
published in the Journal of Histochemistry and
Cytochemistry.

Joel Jules received
the second place award
for Outstanding Basic
Science Oral Presen-
tations from Eastern-
Atlantic Student Re-
search Forum 2009,
which was held Feb.
25-28 at the University
of Miami. The honor
included a trophy and
cash award. dJoel is a fourth year Pathology
graduate student in Dr. Xu Feng’s lab. “I would
encourage more participation from UAB next
year in this meeting, which will be held again in
Miami,” said Jules. “I strongly believe that it is
a great way to show the strength of our research
and graduate programs.” Previous winners of
this competition include Harvard University,
Yale University, Duke University, University of
Miami, Columbia University, and Johns Hop-
kins University. For the Basic Science presen-
tations, the top 14 abstracts were selected for
oral presentations, out of which three students
were chosen for overall best oral presentation.

Joel Jules

Lauren Van Duyn,
a graduate student in the
Pathology Department, re-
ceived a travel award from
the American Society of
Matrix Biology to present
her poster titled “Calreti-
culin Plays a Role in Col-
lagen Regulation” at the
biannual meeting in San
Diego. [ |

Lauren Van Duyn

Graduate Education:
Departmental News

Graduate Department
Notable Mentions

The History Department is proud to an-
nounce an innovative addition for the Summer
2009 course options. Dr. Tennant McWilliams
(Professor of History, and former SBS Dean) will
teach HY 693 on “Teaching American History.”
Dr. McWilliams is very excited about this new
course for Masters’ students in both History and
Education.

The Department of
Physics invites all to join the
in the worldwide celebration
of 100 Hours of Astronomy
with a free telescope viewing.
Weather permitting, tele-
scopes will be set up behind
Campbell Hall on Thursday,
April 2 through Sunday, April
5 from 7-9 p.m. Participants
are invited to bring their own
telescopes as well. The event
1s a part of the Internation-
al Year of Astronomy 2009,
which is the 400th anniversary of Galileo’s tele-
scope observations. For more information, contact
Doug White at dwhite@uab.edu.

To submit an announcement of a notable
recognition or event, please email
gsn.editor@gmail.com. W
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Graduate Life:
Healthcare

Update on Healthcare

Issues for Graduate Students
by Grace Walton

In the last few months, our committee
(the Student Health Service and Insurance
Committee, SHSIC) has taken some impor-
tant steps. With support from Dean Noe and
other campus leaders, we have met with
UAB executives (including VP for Finance
Margison and VP for Student Affairs Ri-
gney) as well as VIVA executives.

These meetings were extremely impor-
tant for a number of reasons. First, we have
established relationships with UAB and
VIVA leadership and have seen real proof
of their commitment to improving student
health care. Second, they now view the
SHSIC as a group that is committed to long-
term advocacy and participation in student
health-related issues. And third, we have
gained some insight regarding VIVA and
their negotiations with UAB.

Importantly, many executives have told
us that VIVA consistently loses money in-
suring UAB’s graduate students. So, if you
think that corporate greed is a factor in our
Insurance costs, think again.

While the VIVA meeting was informative
and important in terms of building a rela-
tionship, there were no real practical con-
sequences of the meeting. Thus, we will be
asking VIVA to prepare some actuarial data
for us.

Here’s the rub: VIVA has to cover our
costs somehow. Thus, our money flowing
in to VIVA must be approximately equal to
money spent on our health care. We need

VIVA to increase our prescription coverage
cap (definitely) and decrease our deductible
(if possible).

So, we have to identify ways to save VIVA
money. Ideas include elimination of “well-
ness” benefits like chiropractic care (if you
care strongly about chiropractic benefits, e-
mail me immediately). Also, we are assess-
ing the possibility of adding small co-pays to
all Student Health visits. In the meantime,
please do not use your insurance benefits
frivolously; some of your colleagues are hav-

ing trouble paying for life-saving medica-
tions.

The SHSIC has also been pursuing the
formation of a Graduate Student Medical
Assistance Fund, which will provide finan-
cial assistance to students who have extraor-
dinary medical costs that are not covered by
insurance. Monies will come from students
and other community members who choose
to donate, allowing us to care for our com-
munity while keeping our insurance costs
low.

We will be asking every graduate student
for donations, in the form of payroll deduc-
tions and a fundraiser (hopefully a car raffle).
When deciding how much to give, remem-
ber that there are students who truly need
our help in order to continue their graduate
studies.

We would like to extend special thanks
to Provost Eli Capilouto, who made an in-
augural donation to the Graduate Student
Medical Assistance Fund. His generous gift
will allow us to organize the framework for
a mechanism that can serve UAB graduate
students for decades to come.

As always, please email your ideas and
feedback to gwalton@uab.edu.

- Grace Walton is a graduate student
in the Nutrition Sciences Department. B

http://www.uab.edu/gsanewsletter

MARCH 2009 * GRADUATE STUDENT NEWSLETTER 11



http://www.uab.edu/gsanewsletter

